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Draft Taxpayer Representation Policy FAQs 
Why do we need a taxpayer representation policy? 

Objectives for the taxpayer representation policy include 1) starting discussions around 
communications expectations and how we are going to work together 2) developing a 
workplan for the annual budget and rates and expenditure law process 3) responding to the 
Snake Island Cottagers Association request for a Taxpayer Representation (TR) law               
4) identifying a way to interact with Georgina Island cottagers and 5) supporting 
transparency and predictability in the property tax process. 

Do other First Nations with property tax laws have taxpayer representation policies? 

Some do, but others do not. It depends on a number of factors, including the size and type 
of tax base, the level of interest or conflict in the community, and the community 
preference. Generally, First Nations with larger tax bases and more residential properties 
are more likely to have more formalized taxpayer associations and/ or taxpayer 
representation policies.  

Why is this a draft policy and not a draft law? 

There wasn’t enough time to complete the full FMA law making process before we wanted 
to start the annual property tax budget and annual rates and expenditure laws process in 
October. We were also advised that the standards for TR laws were undergoing a fairly 
significant review and weren’t ready yet. This presented an opportunity to draft a TR policy 
for this year, discuss it, implement it throughout the tax year, and then review and identify 
improvements for a full TR law next year. 

What are the main components of the TR policy? 

The taxpayer representation policy has three main sections  

1. ongoing communication;  
2. the process for the Annual Local Revenue Budgets, Annual Rates Laws and Annual 

Expenditure Laws; and  
3. coordination of taxpayer interests, which is about taxpayer associations and the 

advisory body to the tax administrator. 
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What are annual rates and expenditure laws, and where can we get more information? 

Section 10 of the FMA requires First Nations with property tax laws to make a) a law setting 
the rate of tax to be applied to the assessed value of each class of lands and b) a law 
establishing a budget for the expenditure of revenues raised under the property tax law. 
These annual laws have to meet standards and notice requirements before they can be 
approved by the FNTC. More information on annual laws, including samples and standards 
can be found at www.fntc.ca.  

The property tax law says that annual laws have to be made by May 14. Why are we 
preparing annual laws in October? 

We are starting to prepare the property tax budgets and annual laws in October so that 
there is time for discussions and input before the laws are finalized and so that laws and 
budgets that are as close as possible to their final state are distributed to taxpayers before 
the first property tax notices are mailed next year. 

How can we provide input on the Draft Taxpayer Representation Policy?  

Comments, suggestions, questions, and proposed changes can be emailed before 
September 21, 2018 to Stephanie BigCanoe, Tax Administrator at 
stephanie.bigcanoe@georginaisland.com.  

On September 21, 2018 we will workshopping the draft taxpayer representation policy and 
the suggested changes at the Georgina Island Community Centre at 10am. All who are 
interested are welcome to attend. A revised version of the draft taxpayer representation 
policy will be distributed following the workshop.  

How can we participate in the Advisory Body to the property tax administrator? 

The application process and structure of the advisory body will be finalized based on the 
results from the workshop. Applications will be accepted from September 24, 2018 to 
October 3, 2018, and the first meeting of the Advisory body will be on Monday October 15, 
2018, at the Island View Business Centre. Updates and further information will be posted to 
the property tax administration page of the georginaisland.com web site. 

 


